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ALLOWANCE 

1 . The following is an Allowance in response to the Amendment submitted on 
December 11, 2006. Claims 3-7 and 10-18 are currently amended. Claims 3-7 and 10- 
18 are now pending in this application. 

Reasons for Allowance 

2. Claims 3-7 and 10-18 are allowed. 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: None of the 
prior art of record, taken individually or in any combination, teach, inter alia, a method, 
system or computer readable recording medium which stores a program for causing a 
computer to predict a sales volume or market share at the launch of a new product, 
including: numerically evaluating a plurality of past products and said new product, with . 
respect to a plurality of factors which are considered to influence a sales volume or 
market share, by more than one people; and calculating a sales volume or market share 
of said new product for each one of said people based on numerical values on said past 
products and said new products given by each one of said people with respect to said 
factors and actual sales volumes or actual market shares of said past products, and 
obtaining said factors contributing to the calculation and the magnitude of said factors, 
via a structured neural network, wherein comprehensive evaluations on said past 
products and said new products for each one of said people are calculated based on 
the numerical values with respect to said factors, relationships are calculated between 
the comprehensive evaluations on said past products by each one of said people and 
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the actual sales volumes or actual market shares of said past products, the sales 
volume or market shares of said new product are calculated for said more than one 
people based on the relationships and the comprehensive evaluations on said new. 
product, and a sales volume or market share of said new product is predicted based on 
the calculated sales volume or market shares of said new product for said more than 
one people, the sales volumes or market shares calculated for said more than one 
people by said structured neural network, and said factors contributing to the calculation 
and the magnitude of said factors. 

The prior art most closely resembling Applicant's claimed invention is Yao et al., 
"Forecasting and Analysis of Marketing Data Using Neural Networks." 

Yao et al. teaches a Marketing Decision Support System that allows decision 
makers to evaluate factors that influence the sales performance of a product. The 
Marketing Decision Support System uses a neural network model to evaluate the 
factors associated with the products. Correlation coefficients are calculated for each 
factor, indicating the relationship, or influence, between the factor and the sales 
volume. The correlation coefficients in addition to the predicted sales values and the 
actual sales value are all used as variables in the neural network as they are all 
propagated through the neural network to calculate and refine the relationship between 
the factors and the sales performance. However, Yao et al. does not expressly teach 
the combination of the limitations as discussed above. 
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Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

• JP020001 12914A discusses a learning method for neural circuit network; 

• JP407175787A discusses a sales amount predicting device. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to C. Michelle Tarae whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6727. The examiner can normally be reached Monday - Friday from 8:30am to 
5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tariq Hafiz, can be reached at 571-272-6729. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
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you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



C. Michelle Tarae 
Primary Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 3623 



March 2, 2007 



